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HUGH RAMSEY - FLAX WHEEL MAKER

Hugh Ramsey lived and work in Holderness,
NH. His home and shop were located at the
southern most end of Shepard Hill on the White
Oak Pond side of the road near the outlet to Big
Squam. Records indicate that he was living in
Holderness in 1779 and held several positions in
town, beginning with tithingman in 1781 and
later a selectman. He was a wheelwright who
specialized in spinning wheels, specifically the
flax wheel. He owned a sawmill and a large
farm. Hugh served in the Continental Army as a
private in Captain James Osgood’s company of
rangers from July 9 to December 18, 1775.

The son of Irish immigrants Hugh was born in

The Hugh Ramsey Flax Wheel in the photo ~ Londonderry, NH on August 23, 1753 and died

above is on display at the Holdemness on June 23, 1831 at the age of 77. He married his

Historical Society Museum

wife, Martha McNeil, sometime between 1781 and 1785. She was born on
January 3, 1763 and died on October 23, 1835 at the age of 72. They are buried
in the Squam Bridge Cemetery. (See Find a Grave)

Hugh and Martha had five children: Robert (born 1787-died February 6, 1815),
James (born 1796 - died February 19, 1820), Clarisse (born March 3, 1798 - died
1859), Jane (born ? - died ? ), and George (born 1800- died 1837).

Many of Hugh Ramsey’s flax wheels have survived to the present day and can
be found in museums, shops and private homes. The Hugh Ramsey Flax Wheel
that is on display at the Holderness Historical Society Museum was donated by
Richard Carson in 2011 in memory of his wife, Yvonne Carson. Hugh Ramsey
wheels bear a maker’s mark “HR” and share many design features with those of
spinning wheel makers of Londonderry in the early 19" century. Flax wheels
were used to spin the pale,hair-like fibers of the flax plant into linen thread.
Transforming flax into linen was a complex and labor intense process and less
common in the United States than spinning sheep’s wool into yarn. The main
producer of flax was Ireland. For the most part most Americans colonists
produced small quantities of linen for individual household domestic use until
the Revolutionary War when people throughout the colonies clothed themselves
in homespun to protest parliamentary taxation and representation policies. The
Historical Society has several items woven in Holderness of local flax.

References: Hugh Ramsey, Spinning Wheel Maker. Florence Feldman-Wood, The Spinning Wheel
Sleuth Newsletter, issue #48, April 2005, pp 4-5: The Joy of Handspinning website: memorial
hall.mass.edu.

Linda Foerderer



The President’s Corner

This summer, partnered with the Holderness Library, we
presented three well-attended programs. We are working on
the schedule for 2019 programs, which will be listed in the
spring newsletter.

This summer the museum presented two special exhibits
Native American artifacts from the collection of Mary
Elizabeth Nielsen and Jack Rich and an exhibit of maps and
lake charts.

Cataloging of our books and pampbhlets in our
research/library area to make researching families,
cemeteries, camps, and other historical events and places
simpler continues. Please check our website
www_.holdernesshistoricalsociety.org for programs, exhibits,
museum hours, etc.

Your continued support by way of membership dues and
contributions helps preserve our town’s history and maintain
our building, which received some much needed paint in the
stairway. If you have not yet renewed your membership,
please use the enclosed envelope to do so. We hope that
more of our members will become more active in the
historical society. We always welcome your ideas, help, and
suggestions. Please contact me, or any other member of the
board, if you can help or for more information.

Linda Foerderer

FPLinda(@aol.com

603) 968-7487

Heop ap the Good Work!

Squam Boat Livery, Inc.

PO Box 159
Holderness, NH 03245

Sally & Tom Daigneault
(603) 968-7721

Boulderwood on the National Register of

Historic Places

Mooney Point had been farmed by the Mooney family, then
sold to Ellen Balch Huntington in 1895 for $2000. In 1918,
she sold to Ora Brown and Louis Brooks. Elwyn G. Preston
of S.S. Pierce, Boston, began to buy Mooney Point property
in 1927 from Ashland businessman Ora Brown. By 1940
there were 48 acres with more than a half-mile of shoreline.
Most of the property has remained in the Preston family ever
since. The property was added to the National Register in
April 2018. Historian Elizabeth Hengen prepared the
nomination which details the architecture and history of all
the camps built by the family. She presented the Society
with a copy of her report.

Treasurer and Building Report

There have been no major projects this year but the
stairway leading to our meeting room was painted and looks
like new. We did spend on frames to preserve our map
collection prior to this summer’s exhibit. Like many
Holderness homeowners, we have been running a mouse
trap line this fall!

Our advertisers have been renewing their ads for this and
the spring newsletters. Thanks to their generosity, we can
keep the print editions coming. Please patronize them!

Contributions to the Summer Celebration were down.
Discussions re the event are ongoing.

M. Mason

Autumn Watch

For most of the month of October over eighty members of
the British Broadcasting Corporation telecast system were
quartered at Camp Deerwood and camped out elsewhere
around town. The purpose of their “occupation™ here was to
video for broadcast over PBS in the United States and over
their own BBC domestic network, what was entitled Autumn
Watch; autumn colors at their peak and our region’s wildlife
to go with it.

Josh Tarr was video director for the multi-person team
which had been here since September. An eagle soaring out
over the Rattlesnake Mountain edges was captured by a very
long telephoto lense while other animals of the wild were
recorded on remote surveillance cameras posted far and
wide but monitored in the BBC’s portable control room
stationed at Deerwood.

From tiny voles to mighty moose and all our other
indigenous species in between, a series of camera crews as
well as remote automatic cameras scanned the forests
around Squam and beyond for any activity worthy of
documentation. The Brits love wildlife photography.

During the heavy rains at night and on the rare occasions
when the sun did shine, cameras followed the birds and
animals as they prepared for winter or avoided their natural
predators. It was a 24/7 effort.

Some remote unmanned cameras were able to follow their
“prey” simply by the heat of their little bodies, all monitored
back at Deerwood in real time.

Meals were provided by Squam Lakes Inn; White Oak
Motel and The Boulders housed many of the crews. At
Deerwood various cabins became editing rooms, TV
monitoring stations or a broadcast studio with yards of
cables to a very large satellite van occupied the camp’s
maintenance area. A bank of generators ran around the
clock.

For those who missed all the action around town or the
initial broadcast, catch it on PBS@AutumnWatch.org.

Look for some familiar scenery.

Tink Taylor



Smith Piper Store
The general store which opened for business in 1888 and
ran for nearly 100 years was demolished in September to
permit construction of two townhouse units. The
structure had been declared too run-down to be restored.

Reprinted below is a 1977 article by Ken Gould about
the store’s history from the New Hampshire Sunday
News,

Photo on the right of the Smith Piper Store was taken in 1902 by
Carol Louise Tilden & John C.E. Restall.

Old Country Store a Family Heirloom

Holderness, July 9 ---- A country store crammed to the ceiling with merchandise, where a customer can purchase anything
from a tiny tack to a piece of cheese as big as a watermelon is still operated by the same family here after 89 years.

Smith Piper built his home with store attached on Main Street in 1888. About the only drastic changes over the years have
been in the prices...... and as everyone is well aware...... they have changed dramatically.

Among the early entries in the records kept in a flowing script handwriting were the following: 2 Ibs. frankfurters 25¢; beef
rib roast 14c lb.; tenderloin steak 25¢ Ib.; one dz. Eggs 20 c; 5 Ibs. bacon 79¢.” The listing went on and on always in cents,
never in dollars.

Smith Piper was apparently a resourceful man, operating his own slaughter house so that his meats in the store would be
strictly fresh. He rolled into place the barrels of molasses, pickles, flour, and crackers by himself and kept the “new fangled
cash register,” installed in 1897, running when it balked. The register, now ailing, is still a part of the store equipment, and
there are plans to put it in service again.

CUT ICE

Each winter he cut ice on nearby Little Squam Lake and loaded the ice house, carefully insulated the cakes with sawdust to
keep it from melting through the summer.

He took grocery orders over a hand crank telephone and delivered the orders with a horse and wagon in the summer and in a
colorful sleigh with jangling bells in the winter. Through the three decades he and his wife Cora Bell ran the business and
were not adverse to taking a few dozen eggs in payment for flour or sugar when some of their customers were short of cash.
They raised two children Earl S. and Maude A. Piper; walked daily through a door from their home directly into the store.

Throughout the period, the area developed recreational business because of the Squam Lakes and the surrounding foothills
of the White Mountains and thus the business grew...

LAKE DELIVERY

As vacationers flocked to the lakes, cottages sprouted along the shore lines. Piper, never overlooking an opportunity, got a
small boat and started a lake grocery delivery. He ran his lake route, until the night before he died in 1927.

His wife turned the operation of the business over to Harry W. Welch, his son-in-law married to his daughter Maude. They
operated it until 1946 when their children Lawrence and Corinne took it over. In 1972 Corinne took over the operation alone
with the death of her brother.

For five years Corinne ran the store alone, cutting all the meats, sprouting the potatoes and pumping the kerosene. The
delivery business had become unnecessary due to the increase in the use of automobiles and boats. Her husband James M.
Cripps ran the local post office that was in the store for many years.

During this time Mrs. Cripps also served as Town Clerk and kept herself busy in the store buying the merchandise, stocking
the shelves, waiting on customers and looking after their children Gary and Catherine.

This summer she leased the business to Jonathan F. Bourne and his daughter Catherine Bourne. He is employed at
Holderness School but devotes time to the store. Mrs. Cripps, now Mrs. Maurice Demers, following the death of her husband
James Cripps, still works in the store, cuts the meats and does the books. Just to keep occupied she has just become town tax
collector.

Mrs. Bourne is assisted in the operation by June Cripps, wife of her brother who is an electrical contractor. Becoming
familiar with the operation of the Smith Piper General Store are twins Deborah and David Bourne, seven years old, so perhaps
the operation of the Smith Piper Store, already a landmark in the Squam Lakes Region, could be in the Smith Piper family for
generations to come.



20 West Street (Exit 24, 193)
Office: 603-968-7626
duhiman@belletetes com

» SMART
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» FRIENDLY
umper » SERVICE
Division of BELLETETES, INC.
DAN “BIRD” UHLMAN

General Manager

Ashland, NH 03217
Fax: 603-968-3665
www belletetes.com

1-800-649-2076
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SINGING EAGLE LODGE
Two weeks in August
on Squam: Lake
in the White Mountains

A camp for girls ages 8~16

www.singingeaglelodge.org

Hiking, land and water sports,

and the arts.

“An investment in

k"OWIedge pays the best interest.”

— Banjamin Frankiin

Education is what allows us to dream bigger dreams,
complete more journeys and engage with the world
more fully. Embrace It with passion and conviction.

MEREDITH

800.922.6872 mvsb.com M VILLAGE SAVINGS BAMNK
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ONFP .

Sherry Norman, AA| PO Box 370
Account Executive Plymouth, NH 03264
NFP Property & Casualty P 603.536.2100
F 603.536.5018
C 603.254.4703
sherry.norman@nfp.com
www.nfp.com/poulos

Currier & Sons Garage,LLC

Richard D. Currier
William L. Currier

262 NH Rte 175
Holderness, NH 03245

603-968-3107

603-968-7015 Fax
curriersgarage@aol.com

K-MAC

Professional
Home Builders, Inc.
603-968-9339
Kevin McBournie Fax 603-968-3061

General Contractor k-mac/a roadrunner.com

Tol-Free 800.590.7850

sales@megaprint.com | 1177 NH Rte. 175, Holderness, NH 03245

Northern Lakes Veterinary Hospital

L1

Large, Small & Exotic Animal Care

F (603) 968-9710

83 Depor Street * Ashland, New Hampshire 03217

Holderness Harbor

‘We Rent:
Slips, ‘Boats, Canoes
Kayaks and Paddle Boards

603-968-9001

www.holdernessharbor.com

879 US Route 3
Holderness, NH 03245

Anniey
OVERFLOW RESTAURANT
BREAKFAST & LUNCH

Daily Specials
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
6:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M
138 Holderness Road - 536-4062
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Specializing in Fine European Automobiles

Squam Lakes BOSCH

Automotive Services, LLC Service
Randy Currier, Owner
886 Main Street, Route 3 www.squamlakesauto.com
Holderness, New Hampshire 03245 Family Owned & Operated 40+ Years
603-968-7001 603-968-7243 fax email: info@squamlakesautc.com
oy it RELAX, ENJOY, AND ' Patricia Stewart Health Insurance, LLC
1899 REJUVENATE! | 35 Main Street
‘ ) Plymouth, NH 03264
0Ur nn has been awarded the 2 .
i . | * Medicare supplements
m we ) SQUAM TARE NN certifcale of excelence by g advsor * Health, Life, Dental, Vision
RESERVE ONLINE ORGIVEUS A CALL: | | ?”dloés.ab'i'{‘y ';;‘,f“’a”ce
WWW.SQUAMLAKEINN.COM /603.968.4417 | (Including Healthcare.gov)
SHOP FOR QUALITY, ARTISAN, | 1-800-794-3690 or 603-536-3691
|

AND LOCAL PRODUCTS! %\ fax 603-536-3733

, ; ell -254-6652
sandwiches,de, rocery, bakery b et T
orepared foods, wine chees,local & craftbpgr  MARKETTLACE

Located at the Intersection of: . Matthew W. Custance
Route 3 and Route 113 in Holderness Village - _
OPEN DAILY / SEASONAL HOURS / 603.968.8588 <  Brothers

- Woodworking, LLC
Inn KltChCI'l RERSURMONG:. Since 1911 (603) 968-9700 NH

+BA - (Calfor _ localproduce, (603) 968-9777 fax
—_—t aations! sustainable seafood,
T m’ﬁf (R“A Iﬁdﬂmfﬂll[[lﬂﬂr ﬂmlﬂﬂ, "We Pride Ourselves in Quality Construction

and Architectural Woodworking"

mcustance(@roadrunner.com

and more!
603.968.4417 / OPEN MAY-0CT. www.custancebrothers.com
Shepard Hill Road / Holderness Village 12 Hillside Ave., Ashland, NH 03217
DY & § A Reputation for Results! , ——
> “’/,‘ / e New Hampshire Sy
a et
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Franconia SALES PARTS SERVICE
Littleton "service that comes to you"

i B o MOBILE MARINE

‘[ ‘-'\.'
[ . L
Ntia] & Com®

' Bretton Woods
AEAL FSTATH Squam Lake Office
St U6 Fee'd. GuIy Place Pu— DanEaton  Gregg Baker 1116 US RT 3
o Holdernes.s N}-rly03245 |l)J[L)|v\|\ l(ﬁl\[}] 603 968 8600 PO Box 686
! N N 0 H NH 0324
1 603-968-7615 603 293 2500 olderness, 5

MLS dan@nhmobilemarine.com www.nhmobilemarine.com




SAMYN-D‘ELIA ARCHITECTS,P.A.

&

Squam Lake

Ashland,NH . (603) 968-7133 . sdarchitects.com
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ELECTRICAL

GARY CRIPPS SERVICE

Licensed Electrician
603/968-7515

P.O. Box 25
Holderness, N.H.
03245

Golden Pond

Country Store
6 Shepard Hill Road
Holderness
968-3434

Lynn Durham

& Associates
Integrity, experience, and joy!

603-926-9700
Lynn@SquamLakesNH.com
NH Real Estate Broker over 30 Years
Multi-million dollar seller

COASTAL AND
LAKES & MOUNTAINS

www.LakesandMountainsRealty.com

Each office is independently owned and operated

Continuing the prdtéd'hér:'tage
of boating on Squ

Rentals
Sales

Service

Storage

968-4411

BARRY GAW, LEED AP, CGP
MANAGING MEMBER

SIPPICAN Q‘ PARTNERS

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

o 603.968.7711
c 603.553.0258

bgaw@sippicanpartners.com
www.sippicanpartners.com

Local NH goods & great giffs at
Cormnon Man Corpaniy Store in Ashiond!

Uncommon On-site and Off-site Catering

Directions, menus, gift cards & C-Man Store online at theCman.com
Common Man Family 1.800.649.7031

Barbara Currier

Kim Gould
Joan Clay
Clinton Clay
Bill Waldrip

1116 Route 3
P.O. Box 185
Holderness, NH 03245

(603) 968-7796
(603) 968-3299 fax
www.pineshoresllc.com

A Floral Design Shop
L, e S

47 Main Street
Ashland, NI
03217

603-968-3059
800-221-3059

Linda Paré

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE BEER & WINE

COMPLETE LINE OF GROCERIES

Sine

MAIN STREET
ASHLAND. NH 03217

BOB'S SHURFINE MARKET
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MON-SAT 8 AM - @ PM SUN © AM - 6 PM

(603) 968-7781

THANK YOU to Our Newsletter Sponsors!! These business cards represent local
businesses supporting the Holderness Historical Society. PLEASE SUPPORT THEM!!



Flowers on the Bridge

After one of the hottest summers on
record, the flower boxes are empty and
waiting for Spring. Those Profusion
Zinnias are really amazing!!

We (Liz Greason & Cynthia Murray)
have been planting and caring for the
flower boxes for a number of years and
have decided to retire after this season.
We both agree that we will miss the
social aspect of the job very much,
chatting with the many tourists and
residents who walk over the bridge on a
regular basis and accepting compliments
and appreciation of the work. It has been
a wonderful and rewarding experience
for both of us.

If any readers would like to consider
taking over for us and would like to learn
more about this volunteer job, please
contact Liz Greason at 968-7620 or
Cynthia Murray at 968-7161.

And......... of course, we thank all of
you who have supported the Flowers on
the Bridge fund over the years. To send a
contribution, checks can be made out to
Holderness Historical Society, PO Box
319, Holderness, NH 03245 with Flowers
on the Bridge in the memo line.

Once again, we thank you!!
Liz Greason & Cynthia Murray

In Memoriam

Life member Harry Maybeck died June
21, 2018. He served as a town selectman,
volunteer firefighter, and President of the
Historical Society 2003-2005. His
widow, Margie, was a state
representative for several terms and will
be moving to Idaho.

Local Hospital History

Dr. John Richards will speak at the
December 12 meeting of the Plymouth
Historical Society on the history of local
hospitals and healthcare. “On call” will
take place at 7 p.m. at the Plymouth
Historical Society building.

Membership Report

October is the month for membership renewal. Individual membership
is $15 and family is $25. Your membership money is important to the
financial day to day running of the Society.

If you have not yet renewed your membership, please return the
enclosed envelope with a check payable to the Holderness Historical
Society.

Thank You
Cynthia Murray

Recent Gifts to the Society’s Collection

Many thanks to the following donors:

George Abbot , owner of the Oriole, gave us several steamboat pictures.
Myrtle Holland donated area postcards including a collection of novelty
leather postcards as well as a cookbook and photos.

Dave Dupuis donated several rolls of old tax maps.

Peg Winton gave photos of Memorial Day parades.

Sandra Heath presented us with some of her mother’s collection. Laura
Greenleaf Heath was the longtime secretary of the Society and had 25
years of minutes, news clips, copies of speeches, local photos and
Central School PTA notes. In 1976, with her husband Harry, she
produced a survey of all headstones in Holderness’ 12 cemeteries with
the exception of Trinity. A copy of that survey was included with her
papers. Laura, whose family has been in Holderness for generations, is
now 96 years old and in a nursing home.

Carol and John McHugh, owners of White Oak Motel donated an
antique bedspread that had belonged to John’s mother.

Missy Mason gave a book of Ashland photos which was produced in
advance of the 150" birthday celebration.

Tink Taylor has given us copies of Sandwich Historical Society
publications as well as news clips concerning Livermore Falls digs.
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SQUAM LAKES FINANCIAL
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| el &
| = :
COTTAGE PLACE |
Business/Dersonal Fran :
Tinancial Planning
Member of
The National Association of Personal
Financial Achvisors
Robert laloney, M&FS AFI
hiel Lislener
PO Box 730

Lodging « Special Events « Gift Shap
31 Coxboro Road
Holderness. NH 03245
6039682317
6039476111 Fax
bob@squamlakesfinancial com

www.cottageplaceonsquam.com
1132 US Route 3 Holderness, NH 03245
cottageplace@gmail.com
603.968.7116
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